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“ALIA 
Conference 
without the 

Conference” 
 
Read on for a short summary of each 

of the proofs we were going to 
present at the ALIA Conference this 

year. Email Angela if you’d like a 
more detailed review or information 
about proof giveaways throughout 

the year. 

Read about what’s happening at ALS. 
Log into our ordering website at 
alslib.com.au. Email Simon if you 

need a password. 

angela.eckermann@alslib.com.au 

simon.woodley@alslib.com.au 

Connect. Curate. Delight! 
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The unadoptables 
by Hana Tooke 

Juvenile fiction, ages 9+ 
Penguin UK 
Publication: May 2020 

Amsterdam, 1880. Five babies are left 
abandoned at the Little Tulip 
Orphanage in most unordinary ways. 
Twelve years later, Lotta, Egg, Fenna, 
Sem and Milou have seen their 
orphaned brothers and sisters 
adopted out, but the five remain, the 
Unadoptables, and they remain 
determined to never abandon each 
other. 

Ruled by the tyrannical Matron 
Gassbeek, Little Tulip is no place of happiness and when Milou overhears a 
sinister man make a sinister pact with Gassbeek, the five must trust each other 
and make a daring escape. The group embark on an adventure into the 
countryside, following clues left with Milou as a baby, as she struggles to solve 
the mystery of her origins. Along the way, Milou’s mystery deepens, not 
everyone they meet is as they seem, and the sinister man reappears… 

Slightly dark, but fun and fast-paced, with fantastic characterisation, this is a 
story of the deepest of universal longings: for family and finding where you 
belong in the world. It’s a story of adventure, mystery, creativity, kidnapping, 
subterfuge, the value of individual differences, and risking it all for your friends. 

Read it if you liked Nevermoor by Jessica Townsend and Malamander by 
Thomas Taylor. 

_______________ 

Fiction subject headings: 
Orphans ; Foundlings ; Friendship ; Families ; Netherlands—History—19th Century. 

LCGFT: Detective and mystery fiction ; Historical fiction. 
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The mother fault 
by Kate Mildenhall 

Adult fiction, Australian fiction 
Simon & Schuster Australia 
Expected publication: September 2020 

Mim’s husband is missing… 
When Ben suddenly can’t be 
reached, Mim’s worried. His work in 
Indonesia at an inter-government 
gold mine is risky, but with the entire 
Australian population fitted with 
tracking chips, how hard can it be for 
The Department to find him?  
However, when They come to 
question her about Ben’s where-
abouts and activities, forcing her to 
surrender her passport and 
threatening her children, Mim knows she can no longer wait for answers. 

The Department is after them both… 
With Ben incommunicado, Mim and her children – and everyone they contact – 
are now firmly in The Department’s sights. Knowing Ben’s in trouble, Mim sets 
out to find him, embarking on a perilous journey across Australian backroads 
and a dangerous ocean, desperate to stay under the radar. 

Set in the not-too-distant future, this dystopian-esque novel raises questions 
about individual liberties people will surrender when electronic surveillance 
promises “safety” and what happens which this becomes the source of danger. 

Read it if you liked The circle by Dave Eggers. 

_______________ 

Fiction subject headings: 
Electronic surveillance ; Mothers ; Conspiracies ; Corruption ; Corporations—Corrupt 
practices ; Mineral industries ; Whistle blowing ; Faults (Geology). 

LCGFT: Dystopian fiction. 
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Lucky’s 
by Andrew Pippos 

Adult fiction, Australian fiction 
Picador (Pan Macmillan Australia) 
Expected publication: November 2020 
(delayed due to COVID-19) 

Family. Tragedy. Love. Loss. Jealousy. 
Suicide. Regrets. Second chances... 

Sydney, 1945. The night Vasilis ‘Lucky’ 
Mallios pulls off a stunt impersonating 
the famous clarinet player Benny 
Goodman, he meets two people who 
will change his life: the woman who 
will become the love of his life, and 
the man who will contribute to the loss 
of life and yet out of that tragedy 
enable him to start the Lucky’s 
restaurant franchise. 
2002. Emily, with the revelation of her husband’s affair still raw, flies to Sydney 
in pursuit of a story for the New Yorker, hoping to save her career in journalism. 
The article, on the rise and fall of Lucky’s restaurants, is inspired by a painting 
from her father, given to her before his death. She’s pursuing more than just 
the story of Lucky and the events which befell the chain… her investigation 
uncovers her own layers, too. 

Andrew Pippos’ powerful debut is about how life is full of both serendipity and 
tragedy and above all how stories intertwine to reveal what’s truly important. 

This is a hard one to compare, but perhaps read it if you liked The Authenticity 
Project by Clare Pooley (or, you know, just read it anyway!) 
_______________ 

Fiction subject headings: 
Greek Australians ; Restaurant owners ; Women journalists ; Interpersonal relations ; 
Man-woman relationships ; Spouses ; Workplace shootings ; Suicide ; Fathers—Death ;  
Sydney—History—20th century. 

LCGFT: Historical fiction. 
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The Tolstoy estate 
By Steven Conte 

Adult fiction, Historical fiction 
HarperCollins 
Expected publication: September 2020 

Yasnaya Polyana is the estate near 
Tula, Russia, where Leo Tolstoy (1828-
1910) was born and wrote War and 
Peace and Anna Karenina. In 1921, it 
was nationalised and became a state 
museum under the Soviet government. 
In October 1941, as the Germans 
closed in on Moscow, the treasures 
housed at Yasnaya Polyana were sent 
away to protect them. The estate was 
then overrun and turned into a hospital 
by the Germans for 45 days. It is in 
those days of occupation that this story takes place... 

From the publisher: A German military doctor, Paul Bauer, is assigned to 
establish a field hospital at Yasnaya Polyana where he encounters a hostile 
aristocratic Russian woman, Katerina Trusbetzkaya, a writer who has been left in 
charge of the estate. But even as a tentative friendship develops between 
them, Bauer’s hostile and arrogant commanding officer, Julius Metz, becomes 
steadily more preoccupied and unhinged as the war turns against the 
Germans. Over the course of six weeks, in the desperate winter of 1941, 
everything starts to unravel... 

Read it if you like war drama. I (Angela) simply adore this cover and I’m 
anticipating something as moving as The zookeeper’s wife by Diane Ackerman. 

_______________ 

Fiction subject headings (specificity to come after reading): 
Man-woman relationships ; World War, 1939-1945—Soviet Union ; I ︠A ︡snai ︠a ︡ Poli ︠a ︡na 
(Tulʹskai ︠a ︡ oblastʹ, Russia) ; Soviet Union—History—German Occupation, 1941-1944. 

LCGFT: Historical fiction ; War fiction. 
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The girl in the mirror 
by Rose Carlyle 

Adult fiction, Thriller 
Allen & Unwin Australia 
Expected publication:  August 2020 

A literal spine-tingler, this story is one 
of sibling rivalry from your nightmares, 
but I can’t give too much away! 

Identical twins. Different lives. 
One wants what the other has. 
How far will she go to get it? 

Summer Rose has everything. First-
born status. The special name. 
Stunning looks. Inner beauty. The 
perfect husband. The perfect life. Her 
twin, Iris, is her mirror image, identical 
in looks, but not in life. 

With a one hundred million dollar fortune at stake due to a quirk of their 
father’s will, Iris desires to beat her sister - and step-sisters - at just one thing: 
having a baby. 

Called to Thailand to sail the beloved family yacht to Africa, Iris nurtures 
thoughts of this dream, but one terrible night and a drastic choice will set her 
on a new path which may give her everything she’s ever coveted. But just how 
far will she go to get that life? And what will she have to do to keep it?  

Read it if you liked the likes of The ones you trust by Caroline Overington, Call 
me Evie by JP Pomare, You are not alone by Greer Hendricks and Sarah 
Pekkanen, Sleep by CL Taylor, or The safe place by Anna Downes. 

_______________ 

Fiction subject headings: 
Twin sisters ; Identical twins ; Inheritance and succession ; Dysfunctional families ; 
Family Secrets ; Pregnant women ; Envy ; Deception. 

LCGFT: Thrillers (Fiction) 
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What’s Happening at ALS 
Australian-owned and based in Adelaide, ALS is your library’s shelf-ready supplier 
of print and a/v materials. Our expert teams partner with you to meet all your 
collection needs, from content selection through to cataloguing and end-
processing. Our passion is working with you to grow collections your patrons 
love! 

In the last year, we introduced our Evergreen Lists.  Using Australian data, we’ve 
compiled lists in a range of collection areas. These are titles which perennially 
trend on best-seller lists in the bookshop and public library domains. Use these 
lists to fill gaps in your collection and replace worn-out copies after weeding. 

Also don’t forget about our Special Lists collating titles around current themes, 
events, awards, bestsellers and more – find them on our ordering website and in 
the Newsletter, which also includes an exclusive link to a list of all the recent 
Award Winners. 

Communication from ALS 
Along with our Newsletter, clients receive a periodical ALS Updates email from 
Simon, detailing website development, information about trending titles, and 
other relevant news, such as how we are supporting our clients with the on-going 
and sometimes rapidly-changing effects of COVID-19 on the industry. We also 
have a Weekly Trends notification so you can see the latest in trending titles and 
what other libraries are purchasing. 

Contact Angela to check your subscription to these emails. 
 

Missing the ALIA Conference? 
Watch the video of Simon and Angela at ALS’ socially-distanced, 
virtual conference stand and sign up for our newsletter! 

Video: alslib.com.au/ALIA2020 
Newsletter sign up: alslib.com.au or email Angela. 
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Recent Special Lists 

- ABIA and CBCA shortlists. 
- Books and movies about pandemics to freak you out and others that are 100% 
feel-good as an antidote to chaos. 

- Children’s safety and child protection. 
- Budget Topups: books that are in stock at local publishers for fast delivery to 
quickly complete your 2019-2020 budgets. 

- Better Reading top 100 adult fiction, as voted for by Australian readers. 
- Books related to the ALIA Conference program. 

Upcoming New Releases 

COVID-19 has caused publishers to delay the release of many new titles, some into 
next year, but there are still plenty of great titles you can expect to see on the 
shelves in the coming months, available now to pre-order. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get in touch if you have any questions. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 


